Parent Volunteers

As teachers we need to use all the tools we have available to help us wear the many hats we have. Parent Volunteers are a tool that is free. Traditionally, when we think of Parent Volunteers we think of their helping on field trips. While that is definitely one way for parents to help there are many more. There are many areas in the school where they can assist. They can help with safety as crosswalk volunteers or in the library by doing anything from reshelving books to pulling books needing replacement. What I want to focus on though, is what a Parent Volunteer can do for you in your classroom and beyond.

Parents can do so much to assist you. To list just a few ways: 

At School:

    * Come in and talk about their career; bring props to engage kids.

    * Read to the class or individual students.

    * Share their culture or ethnic background with food and celebrations.

    * Tutor struggling students.

    * Supervise kids on the playground or at the library.

    * Help out with an art or science activity.

    * Direct an activity or share a special skill.

    * Set up and clean up a class party.

    * Chaperone a field trip.

At Their Home or Office:

    * Make copies, type and proofread classroom materials, put together a mailing.

    * Create, update, or maintain a class website.

    * Help plan a school event, like a play, dance, or parent night.

    * Clip coupons or bargain-hunt for classroom supplies.

    * Phone other parents at the teacher's direction.

    * Assemble gift bags or favors for a class party.

    * Invite the class for a tour of your office or place of business.

Anytime:

    * Recruit other parents to help.

    * Research and organize community service projects.

    * Coordinate a school fundraiser.

    * Join a PTA committee.

    * Put their expertise and connections to work — Do they know a printer who could help with the newsletter? Are they a computer whiz who could help build a website? Would their employer donate supplies? Could they help build a set or loan tools for the building efforts? Could they help start a student internship with their company?

Depending on the task you are assigning a volunteer they may need training. You can set up a specific time before school, after school or during your work hour to get together. You can sit down and go over the instructions for the activity, show them how a machine is run or a sample is to be colored, go over what is expected of them and how long you will need them. Sometimes this can be done in a letter, over the phone or by email. It should always be done before the volunteer is needed not right as they arrive to volunteer, but if you do to far in advance you should review the training shortly before they are asked to perform it.

There are some great advantages to using parent volunteers. The advantages are that it can free you up to do other things. It allows the students to learn from different people and to see first hand the different experiences people have. It allows you go do experiments and/or go places that simply would not be doable if only one person was there to supervise. It allows students to learn from someone who has an expertise in areas you do not.

There are also a few disadvantages. Some people have good intentions but little follow through. Some people forget or have issues come up. It can stop a field trip if someone does not show up. You may plan your day around an event including a volunteer and they may run late. They may not teach the correct thing or may unintentionally bring up a topic that is not safe to discuss in a school setting or age appropriate. They may require training, which takes up valuable time. They may not have read the volunteer guidelines correctly and may not have all of the correct clearances when it comes to the time you need them.

One important question you might be thinking about is how do I notify parents of my needs. There are several ways to do this.


* Parent Volunteer Request Letters


* A “Volunteers Needed” Section on Your Website


* An ongoing volunteer column in Newsletters


* Notes in Student Folders 


* Request at Parent/Teacher Nights

There are a few things you can do to assist your volunteers. 

* A complete request letter that includes all requirements such as a TB test, police report and any guidelines the school has on excluding other children in the family due to insurance or other issues.. It also should clearly state the date, time and length of time for the activity.

* A reminder phone call and/or card the one or two days before the activity.

* Some of your time. Whether it is for a training session, question and answers or just a few minutes to get to allow them to get to know you and make them comfortable.

* A volunteer folder. This can contain all forms they need to fill out for the school; instructions on the volunteer activity or if they are volunteering at home can contain the actual activity.

* Recognition. Send them a thank you note. Make note on your webstie and in your newsletter about your volunteers and how much they helped you.

Sources

List of ways for parents to volunteer:

 http://www.scholastic.com/familymatters/parentguides/volunteer.htm
Volunteer Packet Sample

http://www.atozteacherstuff.com/tips/Parent_Involvement/
Letter Sample 

http://www.scoe.net/Downloads/safeschools/form-7.html
Letter Sample

http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/kindergarten/kindlett.html

Dear __________________,

Thank you for taking the time to serve as a volunteer. Your presence will help to promote a more caring and peaceful atmosphere at ____________ school.

Parking is available in the visitors parking lot located at ____________. All visitors must check in at the main office before walking on campus.

We have scheduled you to walk on campus at ____________ . Please arrive a few minutes early. Upon your arrival, a volunteer greeter will give you a brief orientation. The Parents on Campus office is located at ____________ . Please head there immediately after checking in at the main office.

We provide a lockable cabinet, though we encourage you to keep valuables on your person. A distinctive Parents on Campus vest or jacket is provided to wear during your time on campus. For your own comfort, wear comfortable shoes and clothing.

We encourage feedback about your time on campus so please fill out the Parents on Campus log after your shift. Thanks again for your participation in the Parents on Campus program

Sincerely,

Your Teacher

Source

http://www.scoe.net/Downloads/safeschools/form-7.html
Dear Parents/Caregivers:

Would you like to be a volunteer? You may be surprised at the ways you can help and how much fun you can have doing it. Don't worry about how much time you can give or how regularly you can come. We'll work something out.

The following is a list of some of the ways you may wish to volunteer your time. Maybe you have other ideas as well. Please check the areas where you can help and return this form to school with your child.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest.

Teacher

I would like to donate my time in the following ways:

__________ Read to small groups of children

__________ Record children "reading" emergent level stories that they have "written"

__________ Help to supervise neighborhood walks field trips and/or parties

__________ Share a hobby, interest, skill or profession with the class

__________ Work on games, displays or puppets for the classroom

__________ Make play dough monthly for the class

__________ Collect things for classroom use (pictures, etc.)

__________ Help to organize communication meetings for parent/caregivers

__________ Serve on a phoning committee

__________ Sand wood for the woodworking center

Your ideas:________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________

Signature

Source

http://www.sasked.gov.sk.ca/docs/kindergarten/kindlett.html

